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Invitation 

The Walking Cities Lab and Walk21 invite you to submit contributions to our four Walking Regional Dialogues 
and the launch of the Walking Cities Lab's Living Labs across Asia-Pacific, Africa, Latin America and the 
Caribbean, and Europe. The invitation is open to researchers, practitioners, policymakers, community 
organisations, advocates and funders. Each Dialogue brings together practical experience and rigorous evidence 
to inspire regional ambition, share actionable knowledge, define implementation pathways and build capacity and 
lasting communities of knowledge and practice that make walking for transport a priority of the UN Decade of 
Sustainable Transport. 

We are pleased to partner with leading international and regional journals to develop special issues from the 
Dialogues. Authors of selected contributions will be invited to submit full papers for consideration in the special 
issue that matches their theme and region. A publishing workshop at each Dialogue supports authors, 
particularly early-career researchers and practitioners, in developing their contributions into journal submissions. 

Submit here:  Submission of contributions: Walk21 and WCL Regional Dialogues & Living Lab Launch 
Events 

The Regional Dialogues and submission dates 

Each Dialogue has its own submission timeline. Please use the dates for the event you are submitting to. 
Authors are encouraged to submit to the Dialogue of their region; submissions relevant to more than one region 
should be sent to the most relevant regional event. 

Dialogue Submissions close Notification Presenter registration 
Asia-Pacific 
New Delhi, 5–7 October 2026 

Sunday 6 September 
2026 

Friday 18 September 
2026 

Two weeks before the 
event 

Africa 
Cape Coast, Ghana, 14–16 October 
2026 

Sunday 6 September 
2026 

Friday 18 September 
2026 

Two weeks before the 
event 

Latin America and the Caribbean 
Belo Horizonte, Brazil, 3–5 November 
2026 

Sunday 27 September 
2026 

Friday 9 October 2026 Tuesday 20 October 2026 

Pan-European 
London, United Kingdom, 24–26 
November 2026 

Sunday 11 October 
2026 

Friday 23 October 
2026 

Tuesday 10 November 
2026 

Walking Cities Lab, Launch Living Lab 
event 
Ahmedabad, India, 30 November – 1 
December 2026 

Sunday 18 October 
2026 

Friday 30 October 
2026 

Monday 16 November 
2026 

 

Poster files are due one week before the relevant Dialogue. Invitations to join special issue proposals follow within four 
weeks of each Dialogue; proposals go to journals from December 2026, with full paper submissions anticipated from 2027, 
subject to journal approval. 

Each Dialogue combines plenaries, roundtables on the outcomes the UN Decade of Sustainable Transport 
should deliver, thematic research sessions, applied research and practice sessions, a poster programme and a 
publishing workshop. Only in-person presentations are possible. 

 

 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/QdMsny7EJS
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/QdMsny7EJS


 

Themes and subthemes 

Submissions should address one or more of the following themes. The subthemes define the scope of each 
theme and of the special issues being developed from the Dialogues. Authors are asked to identify the theme 
their contribution addresses, and whether it sits within the topics for the Regional Dialogue workshops. 

1. (Un)walkable cities: seeing unwalkable spaces 
●​ Framing and measuring (un)walkability: narratives, understandings and composite, contextual and 

perception-based indicators beyond conventional metrics. 
●​ Intersectional lived experiences of walking: practices, dignity, meaning and aspiration, and why walkable places 

remain unwalked. 
●​ Informal and self-built pedestrian infrastructures and the everyday repair of fragmented networks. 
●​ Data innovations for walking: dashboards, citizen science, street imagery and participatory mapping. 
●​ Long-term collective outcomes from (un)walkable spaces: access, health, social cohesion. 

2. Climate resilient walking: contributing to risk and greenhouse emissions reduction 
●​ Walking under heat, flood and extreme weather: exposure, comfort and the continuity of daily trips. 
●​ Climate-resilient pedestrian design, infrastructure and land use: integration of adaptation, mitigation and loss and 

damage agendas. 
●​ Walking in climate agendas: adaptation planning, finance and multi-scalar governance synergies. 
●​ Everyday adaptive practices, behavioural responses to climate stress and co-benefits for adaptation and 

mitigation. 

3. Caring cities and walking equity 
●​ Caregiving mobilities: journeys of care on foot, their rhythms and temporalities. 
●​ Safety from violences: road danger, harassment and crime in pedestrian environments. 
●​ Intersectional walking inequalities: gender, age, disability, income and migration. 
●​ Care-sensitive indicators, standards and appraisal for planning and evaluation. 
●​ Caring infrastructure, policies and design. 

4. Governing walkable cities 
●​ The political economy of pedestrian investment: mandates, budgets and appraisal standards. 
●​ Narratives and discourses: modernity, informality and the legitimacy of walking. 
●​ Multi-level governance, cross-sector coordination and meaningful participation. 
●​ Regulatory and funding instruments for mainstreaming walking in urban policy. 

5. Implementing and sustaining change 
●​ What works, where and for whom: feasibility, acceptability and adaptability of walking interventions. 
●​ From pilot to institutionalised practice: delivery, maintenance and stewardship. 
●​ Implementation science for active mobility: frameworks, barriers and facilitators. 
●​ Partnerships, financing and scaling; monitoring and evaluation of impact. 

Cross-cutting markers. The submission form asks whether your contribution addresses the links between walking 
for transport, health and wellbeing; is grounded in the region of the Dialogue; and speaks to the Decade's 
measurable outcomes for walking (security, safety, comfort, activity, satisfaction and accessibility). These 
markers guide the routing of contributions to sessions and special issues. 

 

 



 

Ways to contribute 

●​ Thematic research presentations. Empirical or conceptual presentations of 10 to 12 minutes that open the 
thematic roundtables and serve as provocations for discussion on the state of knowledge in each region. 
Four to five presentations are selected per theme. 

●​ Applied research and practice presentations. Presentations of 10 to 12 minutes for the afternoon 
sessions on governing, implementing and financing transformations for walking: evidence from policy, 
regulation, funding and delivery, including community-led practice and intervention cases. 

●​ Posters and lightning talks. Visual summaries of research, projects, pilots, policy initiatives, datasets or 
community-led practice, displayed in a dedicated session at each Dialogue. Authors of strong abstracts not 
selected for oral presentation will be offered a poster, and selected poster presenters may be invited to give 
lightning talks of 5 to 7 minutes. 

Partner journals and special issue proposals 

We are pleased to partner with international peer-reviewed journals to develop special issues from the Regional 
Dialogues: Asian Transport Studies, African Transport Studies, Latin American Transport Studies and European 
Transport Studies. Further special issue proposals are being developed by guest editor teams drawn from the 
Walking Cities Lab's thematic and regional leadership together with partners beyond the consortium. 

Journals require proposals to demonstrate a committed list of contributing authors and abstracts. After each 
Dialogue, authors of the strongest contributions will be invited to include their abstracts in the relevant proposal 
as committed contributors, with support from the guest editors and the publishing workshops. An invitation to join 
a special issue proposal is an invitation to submit, not a guarantee of publication: proposals are subject to 
approval by journal editors, and all papers undergo standard peer review. Where a proposal is not taken forward, 
the guest editor team will work with authors to identify an alternative outlet. Presentation at a Dialogue is not a 
precondition for special issue participation, and presentation does not oblige authors to submit. 

Structured abstract 
Abstracts have a maximum of 350 words, excluding headings, and must follow this structure: 

●​ Background and aim. The problem addressed, its regional significance, and the question or objective of the work. 
●​ Approach. Methods and data for research contributions; the intervention, policy or practice and its context for 

applied contributions. 
●​ Findings or lessons. The key results, insights or lessons, stated clearly. 
●​ Implications. What the work means for policy, practice or research in the region and beyond. 
●​ Contribution. What the work adds to its subtheme, and the intended full paper if invited to a special issue. 

How to submit 
All submissions are made through the online submission form: Submission of contributions: Walk21 and WCL 
Regional Dialogues & Living Lab Launch Events 

The form collects: 

●​ Tentative paper title (maximum 20 words). 
●​ Full author list with affiliations, countries and email addresses, with the corresponding author marked. 
●​ Structured abstract, in the format above. 
●​ Up to 6 keywords. 
●​ Theme and subtheme(s) addressed (for example, 3.2). 
●​ Cross-cutting markers: health and wellbeing; regional grounding; Decade outcomes addressed. 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/QdMsny7EJS
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/QdMsny7EJS


●​ Contribution preference (thematic research presentation, applied research and practice presentation, or poster) 
and preferred Dialogue. 

●​ Special issue interest: whether you wish to be considered; preferred outlet; and confirmation that, if invited, you are 
willing to develop a full paper within the special issue timeline. 

●​ Career stage and role (researcher, practitioner, policy, advocate). 
●​ Equity statement: how the submission advances inclusion (gender, disability, youth, informal settlements). 
●​ Accessibility requirements and travel support request, if applicable. 

Abstracts and presentations are in English. At the Latin America and the Caribbean Dialogue, presentations may 
also be delivered in Spanish or Portuguese. If proposing several abstracts, each proposal must be submitted 
individually. 

Review and selection 

Submissions are reviewed by a multidisciplinary international panel for each Dialogue against: relevance to the 
Decade outcomes and regional priorities; clarity of aim, approach and findings in the structured abstract; 
evidence of impact or potential for impact; scalability and transferability; equity and inclusion; and suitability for 
the chosen format. For authors expressing special issue interest, the panel additionally considers the 
contribution's potential to develop into a peer-reviewed article. Practice-led contributions are welcome and may 
be paired with academic mentors through the Walking Cities Lab. 

Equity, accessibility and ethics 

Walk21 and the Walking Cities Lab are committed to inclusive programmes. We welcome contributions from 
researchers, practitioners, community leaders, policymakers and advocates, and particularly encourage 
submissions from early-career researchers, people with disabilities, community organisations and practitioners 
from each region. You can request accessibility accommodations, such as sign language interpretation or 
large-print materials, in the submission form. 

Copyright 
By submitting a proposal, authorisation is given to Walk21 and the Walking Cities Lab to publish and promote any information 
provided online and in conference materials. By submitting an abstract and presenting in 2026 you guarantee that you have 
the right to present and submit its content, including data, pictures and photos, and that sources are included where relevant. 

Copyright in any abstract submitted is retained by the author or authors. If selected for presentation, the author permits the 
organisers (Walk21 Foundation and the Walking Cities Lab) to use the abstract, in whole or in part, in the programme outline, 
promotion and presentation of the conference before, during and after the event. Copyright in any digital presentation is 
retained by the author or authors, and Walk21 Foundation is permitted to share it as part of the conference proceedings, 
published on the Walk21 database and website. Abstracts and presentations must not be re-published by any person or 
organisation other than the author or Walk21 Foundation. 

We look forward to contributions that will help make walking for transport a global priority during the UN Decade 
of Sustainable Transport, and to carrying the strongest of them into the international and regional literature. 
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