
Pan European
Regional Dialogue

DAY 1 — TUESDAY, 24 NOVEMBER
ENABLING IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AMBITION FOR WALKING

Venue: UCL, Wellcome Centre and breakout rooms

Time Session Speakers Focus

Opening Plenary: Welcome to UCL
and Walking Cities Lab

Chair: Bronwen Thornton, CEO, Walk21

Speakers: 
Prof. Jackie Glass, Dean, The Bartlett Faculty
of the Built Environment, UCL; 
Prof. Daniel Oviedo, UCL and Walking Cities
Lab.

Opening remarks introducing the Dialogue,
Walking Cities Lab and the opportunity to
advance walking through research, policy and
international cooperation.

Political Inspiration: The
Importance of Walking

UK Minister for Transport or Chris Boardman,
Chair, Active Travel England (TBC).

Political perspectives on ensuring everyone can
enjoy safe, easy and pleasant walking and cycling
experiences.

The Decade of Action and the
Sustainable Low-Carbon Transport
Agenda

Jill Warren, Head of Advocacy, SLOCAT The contribution of walking and active mobility to
the UN Decade of Sustainable Transport and the
global low-carbon transport agenda.

Inspiring Keynote: The Case for
Walking

Academic evidence on how walking supports
climate mitigation and adaptation, public
transport, pollution reduction, road safety, public
health and more inclusive societies.

Young Researcher Voice
An emerging research perspective on the
opportunities and challenges of advancing
walking.

10:30 Coffee Break

11:00 Global and Regional Ambitions for
Walking

Chair: Jim Walker, Walk21.
Speakers: 

Francesco Dionori, UNECE.
Wiebke Unbehaun, Chair, THE PEP
Partnership Healthy Active Mobility, or
Susanne Lecroart, French Ministry of
Transport.

Launch of the Walking Reality Dashboard and
discussion of UNECE's contribution to the
Decade, the Pan-European Master Plan on
Walking, its implementation and the opportunity
presented by International Walking Day.

Defining a Thematic Agenda:
Supporting Implementation
through Walking Cities Lab

María José Nieto-Combariza
Natalia Villamizar 
Walking Cities Lab thematic leads.

Introducing the Walking Cities Lab research
themes and exploring how evidence and
collaboration can support implementation and
make walking for transport a global priority.

The Local Voice An advocacy perspective on the importance of
community engagement in shaping walking
priorities and inspiring action.

12:30 Lunch —

14:00 Workshop: What Impact on
Walking Do We Want from the
Decade?

Proposed roundtable leads: 
Nino Sharashidzen, WHO; 
Carlos Canas, Walk21; 
María José Nieto-Combariza, WCL; 
Natalia Villamizar, WCL; 
Thaisa Comelli, WCL; 
Jordi Bosch Pla, UN-Habitat.

Two rounds of parallel discussions exploring six
outcomes: activity, satisfaction, safety, security,
comfort and accessibility. Participants will identify
the actions required to deliver measurable
improvements and the stakeholders responsible
for enabling them.

16:00 Comfort Break —

16:30 Pecha Kucha Session Presenters to be confirmed. A series of short presentations sharing ideas,
experiences and perspectives on advancing
walking, with recognition for selected
presentations.

18:00 End of Day —

18:30 Group Dinner All participants Informal networking dinner at participants' own
expense. Venue to be confirmed.
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DAY 2/WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25
THE OPPORTUNITY FOR WALKING IN THE DECADE OF ACTION

TIME SESSION DETAILS

Workshops: Exploring
Walking Through Thematic
Lenses

Parallel site visits exploring real walking conditions and challenges
through five thematic lenses: Unwalkable Cities, Climate Resilience,
Caring Cities, Governance and Implementation.

Actionable Knowledge for
Walking

Walking Cities Lab thematic leads
(individual facilitators TBC).

Parallel roundtables reflecting on the workshop observations
and the research can respond to practical challenges and
inform action across the five thematic areas.

Coffee Break

Connecting Research to
Action: Thematic
Roundtables

Five Walking Cities Lab theme-theme
leads and research contributors
(TBC)

Three rounds of parallel discussions across the five
themes. Research presentations will stimulate exchanges
on research questions and methods, practical challenges,
the actions emerging from current knowledge and
remaining gaps between research and implementation.

Plenary: Report Back and
Pathway Setting for the
Decade

Consolidating findings from Days 1 and 2, identifying
connections and overlaps, reviewing shared priorities and
defining implementation pathways, responsibilities and
reporting mechanisms for the Decade.

Closing Plenary: 
Reflectoins on the
Emerging Agenda to 2036

Chair: Jim Walker, Director Walk21
Panellists:

Jill Warren, SLOCAT, Daniel
Oviedo, WCL,
Wiebke Unbehaun, THE PEP;
Bruce McVean, City of London;

Reflections from international, academic, government,
practitioner and advocacy perspectives on the emerging ambition
for walking and opportunities for collaboration towards 2036

Wrap-up and Next Steps
into the Decade

Conclusions, next steps, accountability and reporting to
UNDESA to support continued progress throughout the
Decade.

Walking Cities Lab thematic
leads and local facilitators

Bronwen Thornton, CEO Walk21.

Andreas Friedwagner, Verracon.

Evening reception

Tea Break

Lunch

08:00

08:00

13:00

16:00

17:30

18:00

11:00
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DAY 3 — THURSDAY, 26 NOVEMBER
STRENGTHENING POLICY COOPERATION AND SHAPING THE FUTURE OF
WALKING

Two parallel programmes: a closed meeting of THE PEP Partnership Healthy Active Mobility and an early-career researchers' workshop led
by UCL.

Time Programme A: THE PEP Partnership Healthy Active Mobility Programme B: Shaping the Future — Early-Career Researchers
Workshop

08:30 Welcome to UCL and Walking Cities Lab
Speaker: Prof. Daniel Oviedo, UCL and WCL
Introduction to UCL, Walking Cities Lab and its contribution to international
cooperation on active mobility.

—

08:45 Walk21: Regional Dialogues and the Decade of Action
Speaker: Jim Walker, Director Walk21
Key outcomes of the Regional Dialogues and their contribution to advancing
walking throughout the UN Decade of Sustainable Transport.

—

09:00 England's Active Travel Policy Framework
Speaker: Kevin Golding-Williams, UK Department for Transport
Presentation of CWIS3 and discussion of lessons for other countries.

—

09:30 England's Active Travel Policy Framework continues. Research: Advancing Knowledge
Speakers: Early-career researchers and research contributors (TBC)
Presentations across the five Walking Cities Lab themes, sharing
emerging evidence, research findings and opportunities for
collaboration.

10:00 Funding Walking and Cycling in Ireland
Speaker: Sarah Taylor, Government of Ireland (TBC)
Ireland's approach to sustained investment in walking and cycling and
opportunities for national policy development.

Research session continues.

10:30 Coffee break Coffee break

11:00 International Walking Day: 2026 and 2027 Plans
Speakers: Wiebke Unbehaun and Bernhard Kalteis, Austrian Ministry of
Innovation, Mobility and Infrastructure
Review of activities and discussion of member countries' plans for 2027.

Advocacy and Practice: From Knowledge to Action
Speakers and facilitators: TBC
Sharing practical experiences and exploring how research can inform
advocacy and implementation.

12:00 Global Goals and Targets for Walking
Speaker: Jill Warren, SLOCAT
Consultation with governments at COP31 on global goals and targets for
walking.

Advocacy and practice session continues.

12:30 Global Working Group on Active Mobility and Integrated Transport 
Speakers WG-AMIT: 

Janene Tuniz and Daniel Munene, UNEP; 
Jordi Bosch Pla, UN-Habitat

Advocacy and practice session continues.

13:00 Lunch Lunch

14:00 National Policy Developments
Speakers: Partnership members; Kamala Schulz, Germany
Exchange on national initiatives and emerging challenges, including delivery
robots and potential conflicts with pedestrians.

Policy: Translating Evidence into Policy
Speakers and facilitators: TBC
Exploring experiences in policy design and the role of research in
shaping policies that address urban walking challenges.

15:00 Future Cooperation within the Partnership
Speaker: Andreas Friedwagner, Verracon
Discussion of future activities, outreach opportunities and outcomes from
THE PEP Steering Committee.

Policy session continues.

16:00 End of Programme A Tea break

— Policy Discussion Continues
Speakers and facilitators: TBC
Further exchanges on policy design and opportunities to connect
research with policy development.

17:00 — End of Programme B
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